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The notion of defamiliarization is very much linked to processes of othering and alienation but also of
fear and fascination. From Homi Bhabha’s notion of the uncanny as ‘un-homely’ to Sara Ahmed’s
concept of ‘stranger fetishism’ (2000), defamiliarization has played a central role in postcolonial
theory in articulating constructions of difference and intimacy. This talk analyses how this
Verfremdung takes place in media culture in general, and in cinema more specifically, with respect to
migration, the migrant body and migrant figurations. The aim is to explore how alternative modalities
of representation and subjectification are possible through different visual registers in contestations
and deconstructions of ‘symbolic bordering’ (Chouliaraki, 2018).
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